
Singing the blessing (in parts) to 

many different tunes; enjoying 

newly-written Moravian hymns; 

exploring the breadth and depth 

of the Moravian musical heritage, 

and how closely itõs connected 

to our faith and our fellowship ð 

these aspects of the weekend 

renewed my spirit and strength-

ened my joy.ó 

The Mountain Laurel Moravian 

Fellowship would like to thank the 

participants for sharing their musi-

cal gifts at their worship service on 

Sunday. 

On February 11, 54 Moravians 

from across the Southern Prov-

ince as well as Ohio, Indiana, and 

Pennsylvania, gathered for the 

first Moravian Music on the 

Mountain Weekend at Laurel 

Ridge. Hubert Fort of Raleigh 

Moravian led the band track and 

Glenn Siebert, Director of Music 

at Calvary Moravian, led the 

voice track. Hubert shared, òI 

was excited and thrilled to have 

the honor of directing the Mora-

vian Band portion 

of the festival. 

We had a won-

derful time to-

gether. Great 

fellowship, great 

music, and great 

fun. We played a 

variety of ar-

rangements of 

religious and 

secular music, including that 

famous Moravian chorale...õLouie, 

Louieõ. We just had a blast.ó 

Nola Knouse, Director of the 

Moravian Music Foundation, said: 

òMoravian musi-

cians, a lovely 

setting, terrific 

choir and band 

leaders, great 

food...what a 

wonderful way to 

spend a weekend! 

Brother Bob Hunter joined the 

Laurel Ridge staff as interim di-

rector in January and will be with 

us through August. Bob is a famil-

iar face both in the Province and 

at Laurel Ridge, having served as 

a senior high camp counselor for 

many years, as Chair of the Lau-

rel Ridge Board of Directors,  

and as the assistant to the Pro-

vincial Elders Conference for 

twelve years before retiring last 

fall. A native of Indiana, Bob 

moved to North Carolina to 

work for the YMCA as the direc-

tor of the Central Branch in 

Winston-Salem. He and his wife 

Sarah live in Winston but also 

enjoy spending time at their cab-

in in Grayson County, Virginia. 

We are excited about the expe-

rience, energy, and enthusiasm 

that Bob brings to the mountain 

and look forward to the valuable 

contributions he will make during 

his time as interim director. His 

focuses include strategic planning, 

improving day-to-day business 

operations,  and volunteer re-

cruitment. If you would like to 

contact Bob, please email him at 

bob@laurelridge.org or call the 

office. 
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S P E C I A L  

P O I N T S  O F  I N -

T E R E S T :  

¶ Want to counsel at 

Summer Camp this 

year? Contact the 

Board of Cooperative 

Ministries at 336 -722-

8126 to sign up.  

¶ Donõt miss this yearõs 

Moravian Environmen-

tal Stewardship Confer-

ence from April 29 -May 

1; speakers include Dr. 

John Wear of Catawba 

College. Visit moravi-

anenvironmentalstewar

dship.org to learn more 

about the event or call 

the office to sign up; itõs 

just $75 per person or 

$200 for a family of 4.  

¶ Please consider making 

a donation to our Sum-

mer Camp Scholarship 

Fund. Last year we 

awarded over $7,000 in 

scholarship assistance 

and the fund currently 

has a balance of  just 

$3,500.  

¶ Thereõs still room at 

Mission Camp! Each 

summer Laurel Ridge 

sends hundreds of 

campers and leaders 

into Ashe and Alle-

ghany Counties to help 

our local communities.  

Please contact Laura to 

learn more and to 

reserve a spot for your 

group for this wonder-

ful outreach opportuni-

ty.  
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A big thank you to 

Wes Royal, Clay 

Reid, and Walt 

Brothers for their 

continued volunteer 

work at Laurel 

Ridge!  

Spring Volunteers Needed 

Upcoming Events at Laurel Ridge 

Laurel Ridgeõs GREEN Greenhouse 
If youõve visited Laurel Ridge recently, 

you may have no-

ticed the construc-

tion going on be-

hind the Tise Build-

ing; weõre excited 

to add a SunCatch-

er to our facilities. 

SunCatchers are 

green greenhouses 

designed to solve 

the traditional 

greenhouse prob-

lems associated 

with heating, cool-

ing, carbon dioxide, light, and humidi-

ty levels. To do this, SunCatchers use 

PASSIVE solutions and NO fossil 

fuel input. Dr. Terry Carroll, a 

Laurel Ridge Board of Directors 

member and semi-retired profes-

sor at Appalachian State Univer-

sity, is leading the project; he is 

helped by members of Friedland 

Moravian Church and other sup-

porters. The SunCatcher will 

allow Laurel Ridge to grow its 

own produce through the winter; 

we look forward to being able to 

serve our own homegrown to-

matoes at Moravian Mountain 

Christmas this year! To learn 

more about SunCatchers, please 

visit:                                     

suncatcherdesigngroup.com 

In addition to the SunCatcher, 

we will be adding several or-

ganic gardens to the hillside 

above the lake. We are eager 

to grow potatoes, squash, 

beans and more, and to use 

both the SunCatcher and gar-

dens as learning opportunities 

during Summer Camp. If you 

have an interest in gardening 

and would like to volunteer, 

weõd love to have your help; 

please contact the office for 

more information. Be sure to 

vist the SunCatcher the next 

time youõre here! 

will lead the program on 

òBeing Encouragedó from the 

book of Timothy. Thereõs time 

to enjoy your favorite camp 

activities as well as opportuni-

ties for small group discussions 

and total group assemblies. 

The registration form is availa-

ble on our website. 

On Saturday, June 11, we in-

vite you to Homecoming, our 

annual day on the mountain to 

celebrate the beginning of 

See yourself at Laurel 

Ridge this spring! Our 

upcoming events include 

the Moravian Environ-

mental Stewardship Con-

ference from April 29-

May 1 (see front page for 

more information) and 

Mothers on the Mountain 

(see article on page 3). 

Weõre excited to offer 

College Camp from June 

1-4; Reverend Scott Venable 

summer. Festivities begin at 11 am 

with lunch being served at  noon 

($5 per person); please call the 

office to make a reservation. 

Join us for Lay Seminary from July 8

-10; Rev.Riddick Weber will lead 

the program on òThe Josephs and 

Their Amazing Dreamsó. 

Finally we invite you to Adult Mis-

sion Camp from August 7-12.  

Visit our website to download 

registration forms for all events.  

cabin work, and more. All 

Work Week volunteers re-

ceive lodging at Higgins Lodge 

as well as meals (lunch on the 

Work Day, all meals during 

Work Week). For more infor-

mation about any of the pro-

jects or if you or a group from 

your church are interested in 

helping, please email David 

Hook, Laurel Ridge Facilities 

Manager, at da-

vid@laurelridge.org or call him 

at the office (888-831-5922). 

We are also looking for church 

groups to adopt a Summer Camp 

cabin. Volunteers paint, clean, and 

repair their adopted cabin and can 

also purchase new items for it, such 

as mattresses, windows, and beds.. 

Adopters usually come up twice a 

year to work on their cabin: in late 

spring before Summer Camp opens 

and in the fall as we shut down. 

Please contact Dave Hook for 

more information. 

Laurel Ridge is actively recruit-

ing volunteers for our upcom-

ing April 30 Work Day and 

May 1-6 Work Week. The 

projects to be completed in-

clude cleaning and staining 

decks (Higgins, Dining Hall, 

Directorõs Residence), limb 

and brush removal (Higgins, 

Summer Camp, Office), shelv-

ing construction and installa-

tion, trail work, mowing, inte-

rior painting, Summer Camp 


